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Malka Z. Simkovich 

Selected Lecture List 

 

Tanakh 

 

Sefer Bereishit: The Relationship Between the Gan Eden story and the Patriarchal Narratives 

Knowing the Divine: Evolving Themes of the Exodus Story 

The Decalogue and the Shema in Rabbinic Tradition 

Images of Rut in Rabbinic Literature 

Literary Stylistics in Megillat Esther 

The Historical Context of Ezra-Nehemiah 

Early Post-exilic Judaism: Chronicles, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, and the end of Isaiah  

 

Second Temple Judaism and the Rabbinic Period 

 

"Of Making Many Books There is No End:” Ancient Book Collections and the Making of Early 

Jewish Identity 

How Did the Rabbis Revolutionize Love? 

The Origins of the Oral Torah 

How did the Jews in the Second Temple Period Interpret the Tanach? 

Images of the Feminine Divine in Tanakh 

Introduction to the Apocrypha 

Jewish Life in the First Century 

Jewish Novels in the Ancient World: Judith and Aseneth, Judith, and Greek Esther 

Jewish Queens and the Flawed Men Who Love Them: Women Rulers in Early Judaism 

Neighbor, Sojourner, God: Objects of Love in Early Judaism 

Philo of Alexandria: His Life, Thought, and Lasting Impact 

Real Messiahs, False Messiahs, Half Messiahs: Apocalypticism & Messianism in Early Judaism  

Ruth in the Rabbinic Imagination 

Salome Alexandra: The Forgotten Queen of Judea 

Sectarian Judaism and Common Judaism: What Made You a Jew in Second Temple Times? 

The Ancient Roots of Apocalypticism and Messianism 

The Decalogue versus the Shema: Two Theologies of Early Judaism  

The Excommunication of Rabbi Eliezer and the Democratization of Rabbinic Judaism 

Warrior, Scientist, Philosopher: The Figure of Moshe in Early Jewish Literature 

The Hebrew Bible in Greek: Understanding the Politics of Translation and Scriptural Sanctity in 

Early Judaism 

The History of the Maccabean Age and Its Literature 

The Jews of Egypt in the Second Temple Period   

Rebellions of the Jews: From the Great War to the Bar Kokhba Revolt 

Universalism in Ancient Judaism  

Was Second Temple Judaism Really Sectarian? If So, What's a Sect?  

Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in Second Temple Judaism?  

What Did Pesach Look Like Before the Rabbinic Period? 

What Are the Dead Sea Scrolls and Why Do They Matter? 

What Did Jews Write About After the Babylonian Exile? 
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What Does the Holiday of Chanukah Really Commemorate? 

Women in Early Judaism: Salome Alexandria, Judith, Greek Esther 

 

The Making of Diaspora 

 

Diaspora-Judea Relations in Antiquity  

Diaspora-Judea Relations in Antiquity and Today 

Rabbinic Attitudes Towards the Diaspora 

 

The Modern Recovery of Ancient Jewish Texts 

 

Solomon Schechter and the Discovery of the Cairo Genizah 

The Recovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls and The Long Road to Their Publication 

The Ancient Jewish Documents Preserved in Catholic Monasteries 

 

Contemporary Issues  

 

Poetry After Catastrophe: From the Second Temple Era To Today 

Theologies of Diaspora in the Writings of Rabbi Soloveitchik, Rabbi Sacks, and Rabbi 

Berkovits: Three Models 

Jews, Christians, and the Myth of Common Scriptures 

Women's Leadership and Ordination in Orthodox Judaism: Where are we now?  

Orthodox Jewish Leadership and the  Jewish-Christian Encounter 

Ethics of Consistency in Contemporary Catholicism and Judaism 

 


