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Malka Z. Simkovich 

Past Lectures 

 

PUBLIC LECTURES 
 

“Sixty Years After Nostra Aetate: Catholic-Jewish Relations Then and Now,” Fairfield 

University, expected March 24, 2026. 

 

“How Did Chanukah Become a Widespread Holiday?” Sandy Vogel Memorial Lecture, Beth 

T’Filoh of Baltimore, December 10, 2025. 

 

“Israel-Diaspora Relations in the Ancient World,” The Lehrhaus, November 23, 2025. 

 

“The Discovery and Lasting Importance of the Cairo Genizah,” Haberman Institute lecture, 

November 12, 2025. 

 

“Second Temple Judaism: An Introduction,” Three-part series, Englewood Learning Group, 

November 5, 12, and 19, 2025 

 

“Models of Dialogue in Tanakh,” Torah in Motion Yom Kippur Yom Iyun, expected September 

28, 2025. 

 

“The Jewish Queens Who Transformed Jewish History,” The Palm Collective, July 21, 2025. 

 

“Nostra Aetate and the Future of Catholic-Jewish Relations,” St. Norbert Killeen Chair of 

Theology Lecture, St. Norbert College, April 29, 2025. 

 

“Jewish-Christian Dialogue in Modern Times,” Purchase College SUNY, February 4, 2025. 

 

“Jewish Confrontations with God in Antiquity,” Torah in Motion Yom Kippur Yom Iyun, 

October 6, 2024. 

 

“From Golah to Diaspora: Home and Homeland in Jewish Antiquity,” Annual Ma’ayan Institute 

Elul Lecture, September 22, 2024. 

 

“Poetry After Catastrophe: From Second Temple Times Through Today,” Kehillat Yedidya, 

August 8, 2024. 

 

“‘Of Making Many Books There is No End:’ Ancient Book Collections and the Making of Early 

Jewish Identity,” Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob, June 12, 2024. 

 

“Law in Early Judaism,” Four-Part Series for Drisha Institute for Jewish Learning, May 2024. 

 

“A Single Spark: Jules Isaac and the Conversation That Changed the World,” Cedars-Sinai 

Hospital Annual Holocaust Memorial Lecture, May 6, 2024. 
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“Jewish Queens of the Hasmonean Era.” Annual Charles and Dita Sidlow Lecture at Fleetwood 

Synagogue,” April 7, 2024.  

 

“How Did Jews in the Ancient World Understand Diaspora?” Yedida K. Stillman Memorial 

Lecture,” Schusterman Center for Judaic and Israel Studies at the University of Oklahoma, 

February 28, 2024. 

 

“Book Journey on Antisemitism,” Four-part lecture series exploring Magda Teter’s Blood Libel, 

Steve Oney’s And the Dead Shall Rise: The Murder of Mary Phagan and the Lynching of Leo 

Frank, and Anti-Judaism: The Western Tradition, 18Forty Book Journey Series, December 2023 

– March 2024. 

 

“Jews, Christians, and the Myth of Common Scriptures,” The Rabbi Irving and Amy Frankel 

Memorial Lecture,” North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, November 12, 2023. 

 

“Neighbor, Sojourner, God: Objects of Love in Early Judaism.” Torah in Motion, May 11, 2023. 

 

“What Was Jewish Life Like in Jesus’s Day?” Lux Center for Jewish-Christian Studies at Sacred 

Heart Seminary, March 26, 2023. 

 

“The Jewish Women of the Second Temple Period,” Two-part series, The Haberman Institute, 

February 8 and 15, 2023. 

 

“Introduction to the Apocrypha,” Four-part series, Community Presbyterian of Clarendon Hills, 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023. 

 

“How Did the Rabbis Revolutionize Love?” Yeshiva University Kollel Winter Conference, 

January 6, 2023. 

 

“Letters From Chanukahs and Purims Past,” Torah in Motion, December 20, 2022. 

 

“The Modern History of Jewish-Christian Relations: A Three Part Series,” Drisha Institute for 

Jewish Learning, November 2022. 

 

“The Current State of Catholic-Jewish Dialogue.” Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana and 

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, September 18, 2022. 

 

“The Origins of the First Jewish Diaspora,” North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, May 22, 2022. 

 

“The Many Meanings of Torah in the Ancient World,” Torah in Motion of Toronto, Four-part 

series, April 2022. 

 

“Is the Book of Esther Anti-Diasporan?” Skokie Women’s Tefillah Group, March 17, 2022. 

 

“The Faces of Esther in the Ancient World,” Congregation Etz Chaim of Kew Gardens Hills, 

N.Y, March 8, 2022. 
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“Letters from Hanukkahs and Purims Past: Revisiting the Establishment of Holidays and Judea-

Diaspora Relations,” Mishkan Shalom of Venice, March 6, 2022. 

 

“Jewish Queens and the Flawed Men Who Loved Them,” Ohel Leah Synagogue of Hong Kong, 

February 21, 2022.  

 
“What Did the Diaspora Mean to Jews in the Roman World?” Young Israel of New Rochelle, 

February 9, 2022. 

 

“The Jews of Ancient Egypt,” Torah in Motion of Toronto, Four-part series, January-February 

2022. 

 

“Early Jewish Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible,” Community Presbyterian of Clarendon Hills, 

Three-part series, October 2021. 

 

“The Early Development of Jewish Universalism: From the Bible to the Rabbinic Period,” 

Drisha Institute for Jewish Learning, June 30, 2021. 

 

“The Legacy of the Ten Plagues,” Drisha Institute for Higher Learning, Three-part Series, “The 

Ten Plagues in Early Jewish Memory,” “The Ten Plagues in Greek, Roman, and Early Christian 

Memory,” “The Ten Plagues in Rabbinic Memory,” April–May 2021. 

 

“The Second Temple Matrix of Early Christianity,” Jewish United Fund Christianity for Rabbis 

Initiative, April 17, 2021. 

 

“The Exodus Story and the Origins of Antisemitism,” Kehillat Chovevei Tzion, March 14, 2021 

 

“Reviving the Dead Sea Scrolls,” Bureau of Jewish Education of Greater Phoenix, March 7, 

2021 

 

“Whose Queen is it Anyway? Hebrew Esther, Greek Esther, and the Judea-Diaspora 

Relationship in Antiquity.” Young Israel of Brookline, February 23, 2021 

 

“Introduction to the Apocrypha,” Torah in Motion, Six-part Series, February–March 2021 

 

"The Historical Background of the Hanukkah Story.” Oak Park Temple of Chicago. Virtual 

Lecture, December 15, 2020. 

 

"The Oil Lasted Eight Days: What Fueled the Chanukah Story?" Hebrew Institute of White 

Plains, New York, December 8, 2020. 

 

"The Historical Background of the Hanukkah Story." Yeshiva University Kollel of Chicago. 

Virtual Lecture, December 7, 2020. 
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"Ancient Histories of the Maccabean Conflict.” St. John Chrysostom Society, Virtual Lecture, 

November 10, 2020. 

 

“Abraham Through the Ages.” Jewish Publication Society Webinar Series, with Elliot Rabin and 

Michael Carasik. October 26, 2020. 

  

“The Jewish World of Jesus.”  Jordan Ministry of Tuscan, Arizona, Virtual Lecture, August 11, 

2020. 

 

“Open Your Heart to His Law: Diaspora-Judea Relations in Antiquity.” Limmud Chicago, 

August 2, 2020. 

 

“Neighbor, Sojourner, God: Love Commandments in Early Judaism.” Congregation Shaarei 

Tefillah of Newton, MA, July 27, 2020. 

 

“Rome in Rabbinic Literature;” Yeshiva University Torah MiTzion Kollel of Chicago annual 

NILI event, July 26, 2020. 

 

“'But That's Just a Midrash!' Finding Rhyme and Reason in Rabbinic Stories,"  Yeshiva 

University Torah MiTzion Kollel.  March 15, 2020.   

 

"The Centrality of the Tabernacles in the Pentateuch and Sacred Space in Jewish Tradition."  

Delivered the Shabbat morning sermon to the Skokie Women's Tefillah Group, February 29, 

2020.  

 

"Redemption Before and After the Judean Exile: Reading the Books of Ruth and Esther 

Together." Kehillat Chovevei Tzion in Skokie, February 23, 2020. 

 

"What was the Nature of the Israelites' Sin in Building the Golden Calf?"  Congregation Kehillat 

Chovevei Tzion sermon, February 22, 2020. 

 
“Anti-Judeanism and Anti-Judaism:  The Formation of Jewish Identity and the Story of 

Chanukah,” Drisha Institute Lecture and Webinar, December 19, 2019. 

 

“From Homeric Hero to Fallible Pharisee: Descriptions of Moshe in Early Judaism,” Or Torah 

Synagogue, Yeshiva University Torah Mitzion Kollel, August 4, 2019. 
 

“Whose Torah is it Anyway? The Torah’s Heirs in Tanakh and Midrash,” Kehillat Chovevei 

Tzion Synagogue, June 10, 2019. 

 

“'But That's Just a Midrash!' Finding Rhyme and Reason in Rabbinic Stories,” Skokie Valley 

Synagogue, June 9, 2019. 

 

"How was the Holiday of Passover Celebrated in Antiquity?” Drisha Institute Webinar, April 7, 

2019. 
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“Theological Meanings of Ancient Translations of the Book of Esther,” Women’s Tefillah 

Group, Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob, March 21, 2019. 

 

“Salome Alexandra: The Forgotten Queen of Judaea,” Yeshiva University, New York, March 19, 

2019. 

 

“Hebrew and Greek Versions of the Book of Esther in Early Judaism,” Congregation Ahavath 

Torah, Englewood, New Jersey, March 17, 2019. 

 

“Sects & The City: The Jewish Communities of Qumran & Alexandria,” Book Launch for 

Discovering Second Temple Literature at the Skokie Valley Synagogue, Cosponsored by Jewish 

Publication Society and Drisha Institute, January 26, 2019. 

 

“What Went Wrong After the Exodus? A Closer Look at the Song of the Sea,” Kehillat 

Chovevei Tzion, January 19, 2019. 

 
“How Did Jews Read the Bible in the Second Temple Period?” Chicago Board of Rabbis, 

January 16, 2019. 

 

“Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in Early Judaism?” Congregation KAM Isaiah-Israel, 

December 11, 2018. 

 

“Love, Romance, and Dietary Law: Jewish Novels in the Ancient World,” Drama of Torah Yom 

Iyun at New York University, December 2, 2018. 

  

“Sects & The City: The Jewish Communities of Qumran & Alexandria,” Book Launch for 

Discovering Second Temple Literature at the Sixth Street Synagogue, Cosponsored by Jewish 

Publication Society and Drisha Institute, November 29, 2018. 

 

“It’s All Greek to Me: Rabbinic Attitudes Towards Scriptural Sanctity and Biblical Translation,” 

Maayan: Torah Study From the Sources, November 17, 2018. 

 
“Creation and Recreation in Genesis,” Skokie Women’s Group, Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob 

Synagogue,” October 2, 2018. 

 

“Judaism Before the Rabbis: Jewish Literature in the Greco-Roman World,” Drisha Institute 

Course at Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob Synagogue, Four-part series, October 2018. 

 

“Feminine Images of the Divine in Tanakh,” NILI YU Kollel Annual Yarchei Kallah, July 15, 

2018. 

 

“Neighbor, Sojourner, God: Objects of Love in Early Judaism,” Kehillat Chovevei Tzion 

Synagogue, May 22, 2018. 

 

“Jewish Intellectual History,” Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob, Three-part series, April-May 2018. 
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“Tales of the Diaspora: Joseph the son of Jacob, and Judah the son of Mattathias,” Skokie Valley 

Agudath Jacob, December 16, 2017. 

 

 “Salome Alexandra: The Forgotten Queen of Judea,” Kehillat Chovevei Tzion Synagogue, 

November 27, 2017. 

 

“The Hebrew Bible in Greek: Understanding the Politics of Translation and Scriptural Sanctity 

in Early Judaism,” Or Torah Synagogue, October 13, 2017. 

 

“How Did Jews Read the Torah in the Second Temple Period?” NILI Women’s Torah Learning 

Conference, July 24, 2017. 

 

“The Varied Portrayals of Moses in Early Judaism.” Kehillat Chovevei Zion. Skokie, May 31, 

2017. 

 

“Ruth as a Perennial Outsider,” Yeshiva University, May 1, 2017. 

 

“How Did Jews Interpret the Tanach Before the Rabbinic Period?” Midreshet Yom Rishon Day 

of Learning at Lower Merion Synagogue, April 30, 2017. 

 

“The Relationship Between the Garden of Eden Story and the Patriarchal Narratives of Genesis,” 

Kohelet Yeshiva High School, April 28, 2017. 

 

“The Jews of Egypt in the Hasmonean Period,” Drisha Winter Week of Learning, December 26, 

2016. 

 

“Ancient Sources of the Hannukah Story,” Drisha Winter Week of Learning, December 25, 

2016. 

 

“Novellas in Early Judaism,” Young Israel of Stamford, Connecticut, February 2017. 

 

“Varieties of Universalism in Ancient Judaism,” Annual Winter Shapiro Lecture at Catholic 

Theological Union, March 2015. 

 

“Conversion in the Jewish Tradition,” In Good Faith Lecture at Catholic Theological Union, 

Chicago IL, November 2014. 

 

“Introduction to Jewish Medieval Methods of Biblical Interpretation,” Or Torah Synagogue, 

Four-part lecture series, Skokie, IL, April 2014. 

 

“Second Temple Judaism Today: How Texts were Discovered and Collected into What We Call 

the Pseudepigrapha,” Loyola University, March 18, 2014. 

 

“The Book of Ruth: Fulcrum Between Patriarchal History and Messianic Destiny,” Maimonides 

Synagogue, Boston, MA, May 2013. 
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“Esther and Ruth as Literary Contrasts,” Two-part lecture series, Bnot Torah of Lexington, MA, 

May and June 2013. 

 

“Why does Second Temple Literature associate Abraham with the holiday of Tabernacles?” 

Young Israel of Brookline, MA, October 9, 2012. 

 

“How did Late Second Temple Diasporan Jews Relate to the Jerusalem Temple?” Maayan Torah 

Initiative for Women, Boston, MA, May 20, 2012. 

 

“How did Late Second Temple Diasporan Jews Relate to the Jerusalem Temple?” BOLLI 

Lecture at Brandeis University, Waltham, MA, May 8, 2012. 

 

“Rabbi Akiva the Anti-Romantic: Some Comments on the Song of Songs,” Young Israel of 

Brookline, MA, April 14, 2012. 

 

“Feminism and Orthodoxy,” Brandeis University, Waltham, MA, December 3, 2011. 

 

“Maccabean History in Rabbinic and Early Christian Literature,” Brandeis University, Waltham, 

MA, September 23, 2011. 

 

“The Theme of Divine Knowledge in the Book of Exodus,” Brandeis Orthodox Organization, 

Waltham, MA, April 7, 2011. 

 

“David and Bathsheba in the Bible and Rabbinic Literature,” BOLLI Lecture at Brandeis 

University, Waltham, MA, October 28, 2010. 

 

“The Flood and the First Covenant: A Third Creation Story,” Young Israel of Brookline, 

Brookline, MA, Sept. 2010. 

 

“Who’s on the Page? Medieval Biblical Exegesis,” Two-part lecture at Bnot Torah of Lexington, 

MA, April 18th, 2010, and April 25, 2010. 

 

“The Character of David in Rabbinic Literature,” BOLLI Lecture at Brandeis University, 

Waltham, MA, March 4, 2010. 

 

“The Character of Moses in Second Temple Literature,” Young Israel of Brookline, Brookline, 

MA, January 16th, 2010. 

 

“A Review of Genesis 37: Questions and Review,” Preliminary lecture to Prof. Aviva Zornberg, 

Young Israel of Brookline, MA, May 5th, 2009. 

 

“Mishkan, Mikdash, and the holiday of Sukkot: The relationship between Sacred Structures and 

Sukkot in Tanakh,” Annual Simchat Torah Lecture, Young Israel of Brookline, MA, October 22, 

2008. 
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“The Role of Infertility in the Gan Eden story and the Patriarchal Narratives,” Abraham 

Arbesfeld Kollel Yom Rishon Scholar-in-residence, Yeshiva University, New York, New York, 

March 23, 2008. 

 

“The Strange Story of Exodus 24 and its relationship with Exodus 32-34,” Young Israel of 

Brookline, MA, February 2, 2008. 

 

“Structure and Pattern in Bamidbar,” Rosalie Katchen Annual Memorial Lecture, Congregation 

Shaarei Tefillah of Newton, MA, June 2007. 

 

“Names and Naming in Megillat Rut,” Annual Shavuot Lecture, Young Israel of Brookline, MA, 

May 2007. 

 

“Literary Relationships between Gan Eden and the Patriarchal Narratives,” Young Israel of 

Brookline, MA, March 2007. 

 

“Significance of Tisha B’Av in Jewish History and Biblical Literature,” Summer Beit Midrash 

Scholar-in-residence, Congregation Shaarei Tefillah of Newton, August 2006. 

 

“Significance of Tisha B’Av in Jewish History and Biblical Literature,” Chabad of Lexington, 

MA, July 2006. 

 

“Chesed in Megillat Rut,” Young Israel of Brookline, MA, May 2006. 

 

“Thematic Unity in Bamidbar,” Young Israel of Brookline, MA, April 2006. 

 

“Keywords and Irony in Megillat Esther, Literary Relationship between Gan Eden and the 

Patriarchal Narratives, The theme of “knowing” and “not knowing” in the Exodus story,” 

Chabad of Lexington, MA, March 2005–February 2006. 
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ACADEMIC LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 

“Review Paper of Jon D. Levenson’s Israel’s Day of Light and Joy,” Society of Biblical 

Literature Annual Meeting, November 23, 2025. 

 

“The Nature and Origins of Jewish Universalism,” Jewish Theology in the Context of Catholic-

Jewish Dialogue, St. Leo’s University, May 12, 2025. 

 

“The Invention of the Word ‘Diaspora,’” Catholic Biblical Association Annual Meeting Plenary 

Address, August 5, 2024.  

 

“Themes of Covenant in the Hebrew Bible,” Jewish-Evangelical Scholars’ National Conference, 

June 3, 2024. 

 

“Origins of Diaspora in Early Judaism,” The Jewish Studies Scholars Israel Conference, May 9, 

2024. 

 

“Response to Alexei Sivertsev, ‘An Urban Text: The Letter of Aristeas and the Invention of 

Jerusalem’s Topography in the Hellenistic Period,’” Midwest Regional Meeting for Biblical 

Studies, St. Mary’s College, March 17, 2024. 

 

“Review of Yonatan Adler’s The Origins of Judaism,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual 

Conference, November 21, 2023. 

 

“The Notion of Torah and Torah Interpretation in Second Temple Literature,” Jewish 

Theological Seminary, November 8, 2023. 

 

“Did Jews in the Hellenistic Diaspora Really Make Pilgrimages to Jerusalem? Baylor University, 

October 31, 2023. 

 

“Books, Letter-Writing, and the Written Word in Early Judaism,” Feinstein Plenary Lecture, 

Association of Jewish Libraries Annual Conference, June 22, 2023. 

 

“Jewish Universalist Thought in the Hebrew Bible and Second Temple Literature,” Jewish-

Evangelical Scholars’ National Conference, June 6, 2023. 

 

“The Decalogue in Second Temple and Rabbinic Literature,” Colloquium on the Decalogue at 

University of Chicago, May 23, 2023.  

 

“Letter Writing and Judea-Diaspora Relations in Antiquity,”  Inaugural Meeting of the Second 

Temple Judaism Seminar, St Mary's College, Notre Dame, IN, March 17–19, 2023. 

 

“Response to Karma Ben-Johanan, Jacob’s Younger Brother: Christian-Jewish Relations After 

Vatican II,” Symposium on Catholic-Jewish Relations Sponsored by Pontifical University of St 

Thomas Aquinas, Rome, March 1–2, 2023. 
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“The Diasporan Negation of the Diaspora,” Association for Jewish Studies, December 20, 2022. 

 

“Symposium on Catholic-Jewish Dialogue in Academic Spaces,” Association for Jewish Studies, 

December 19, 2022. 

 

“A Response to Matthew Levering's new  book, Engaging the Doctrine of Israel,” American 

Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature Annual Conference, expected November 23, 

2022. 

 

“The Consistent Ethic of Life and the Jewish Tradition,” Bernardin Symposium on the 

Consistent Ethic, September 18, 2022. 

 

“Images of the Diaspora in Early Judean Literature,” World Jewish Congress, August 8, 2022. 

 

“A Life in Common: Universalist Influences on the Book of Acts,” Enoch Seminar of Rome, 

June 26, 2022. 

 

“Resolving the Universalist-Particularist Binary,” Catholic Bishops–Modern Orthodox Dialogue 

Group, February 4, 2022. 

 

“The Jewish World of Jesus,” Lux Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies at Sacred Heart Seminary, 

January 26, 2022. 

 

“The Construction of the Diaspora in Jewish Antiquity,” Hartman Institute Midtown Seminar, 

December 14, 2021. 

 

“What is Jewish Universalism?” Annual Abraham Joshua Heschel Lecture at Elmhurst College, 

November 2021. 

 

“The Word Diaspora in Greco-Roman Jewish Literature,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual 

Meeting, San Antonio, November 2021. 

 

“Early Israelite and Jewish History up until 70 CE;” “Pivotal moments in Medieval and Modern 

History;” “Key Theological Passages of the Hebrew Bible;” “Key Theological Passages in 

Rabbinic Literature;” “The Development of Jewish Denominations in the 19th and 20th 

Centuries,” Five course series for Prof. George Mazza’s Introduction to Judaism course, Catholic 

University of America, February–April 2021. 

 

"What Happens When Two Religious Values Collide?” Shalom Hartman Institute Scholars 

Program meeting, Virtual Lecture, February 24, 2021. 

 

"Land Centrism and Diaspora Theology in Early Christianity and Pre-Rabbinic 

Judaism,"   Shalom Hartman Institute Scholars Program meeting, Virtual Lecture, February 

5, 2020. 
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"Democratic Traditions in Early Judaism;" Virtual Lecture to the Catholic-Jewish Scholars' 

Dialogue of Chicago, December 1, 2020. 

 

“From Temple to the Diaspora: Jewish Leadership in the Late Second Temple Period,” Society 

of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Diego, November 2019. 

 

“Counterintuitive Interpretation in Rabbinic Readings of the Minor Prophets,” Society of 

Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Diego, November 2019. 

 

"The Sacred Texts of Early Judaism," Virtual Lecture at Dominican University, September 24, 

2020 

 

“From Homeric Hero to Pharisaic Follower: God in Rabbinic Judaism” Colloquium on 

Conceiving the Inner Life of God: Jewish, Christian, Islamic Perspectives, Princeton Theological 

Seminary, August 25–27, 2019. 

 

“Covenant, Election, and Rabbinic Readings of the Hebrew Bible,” 46th Annual Summer 

Scripture Conference, University of St. Mary of the Lake, June 27, 2019. 

 

“Recovering and Disseminating Ancient Jewish Texts in the Digital Age,” Association of Jewish 

Libraries Annual Conference, Los Angeles, June 18-19, 2019. 

 

“Diasporan Jewish Identity,” Hartman Institute Scholars’ Colloquium, “On Jewish Loyalties,” 

New York City, May 27–28, 2019. 

 

“Christianity Through Jewish Eyes: Past Perspectives and Contemporary Statements,” The 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Annual Jerusalem Lecture, Chicago, March 11, 2019. 

 

“The Rabbinic Reception of the Daniel Stories,” University of Notre Dame Graduate Seminar, 

February 21, 2019. 

 

“Universal Thought in Early Judaism,” Louisville Seminary, February 19, 2019. 

 

“Universalism and Particularism as Delineating Theological Markers,” Boston University 

Graduate Seminar, January 25, 2019. 

 

“Are the Terms ‘Universalism’ and ‘Particularism’ Useful in Theological Discourse?” “Fulfilling 

the Promise of a New Relationship: An Academic Roundtable on Christian-Jewish Relations” 

Conference, January 8, 2019. 

 

“Queens on the Edge: Parallel Stories About Women Leaders in Josephus,” Association of 

Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Boston, December 17, 2018. 

 

“From Abraham to Daniel, and Back Again: Exploring the Rabbinic Practice of Embedding New 

Tales into Old Scriptures,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Denver, November 

20, 2018. 
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Response to Dr. Jeffrey Stackert and Dr. Klaus-Peter Adam, “Hatred and Love in Judaism in 

Antiquity and Modernity,” Conference at University of Chicago, June 6, 2018. 

 

“Women’s Leadership in Orthodox Judaism,” Catholic-Jewish Lay Dialogue of Chicago, 

January 29, 2018. 

 

“Interpretive Practices in Second Temple Literature and Midrashic Literature: Moses as a Case 

Study,” Association of Jewish Studies Annual Conference, December 17, 2017. 

 

“The Reformation and the Dawn of Jewish Reform Movements,” Iona College, October 25th, 

2017.  

 

“The Seven Blessings of the Jewish Marriage Ceremony,” Jewish-Catholic Scholars Dialogue of 

Chicago, March 2017. 

 

“Aggressive Matriarch or Passive Maiden? How Jewish and Christian Writers Interpreted the 

Rebecca Stories of Genesis in the Greco-Roman World,” Association of Jewish Studies, 

December 2016. 

 

“Don’t Make Me Laugh: The Absence of Humor in Early Christian and Jewish Rewritten 

Texts,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2016. 

 

“The Origins of Israel in 1 Maccabees and in Judith,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual 

Meeting, November 2016. 

 

“The Role of the Sabbath in Jewish Universalist and Particularist Literature of the Second 

Temple Period,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual National Meeting, November 2015. 

 

“The Reception History of the Tower of Babel Story in Genesis 11,” Catholic-Jewish Scholars 

Dialogue of Chicago, December 2014. 

 

“Property and Piety in Scripture,” Sacred Texts and Human Contexts International Conference, 

Fatih University, Istanbul, Turkey, June 2014. 

 

“Interpretations of Abraham’s Circumcision in Early Christianity and Midrash Genesis Rabbah,” 

Enoch Seminar, Montreal, CA, May 21, 2014. 

 
“Biblical Universalism in the Biblical and Post Biblical Periods,” Catholic-Jewish Scholars’ 

Dialogue of Chicago Lecture, December 16, 2013. 

 

“Pseudo-Jonathan’s Commentary to Genesis 15 as Polemical Apocalypticism,” International 

Organization for Targum Studies Conference, Munich, Germany, August 9, 2013. 

 

“Was There a Doctrine of Return Among Second Temple Diasporan Jews?” WJSA Annual 

Conference, Los Angeles, CA, April 2013. 
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“Echoes of Universalist Testament Literature in Christian and Rabbinic Texts,” Jewish 

Theological Seminary Graduate Student Conference on Lost Texts, New York, New York, April 

29, 2012. 

 

“‘Neither Messiah, nor Elijah, nor Prophet:’ Parallelism in John 1:19-42,” Society for Biblical 

Literature Northeast Regional Conference, Newton, MA, April 29, 2011. 

 

“Advantages of a Split Monarchy,” Center for Modern Torah Leadership Conference 

Presentation, Sharon, MA, July 2010. 

 

“Midrashic and Modern Approaches to the Fallibility of Biblical Heroes,” Teaching Halakha: 

Center for Modern Torah Leadership Conference Presentation, Sharon, MA, August 13, 2008. 
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SCHOLARS IN RESIDENCE 
 

Hebrew Institute of White Plains, Riverdale, NY, expected May 2026.  

 

“Holidays for Exile: Chanukah, Purim, and the Making of Diaspora;” “Where Do You Go to 

Find God? The Wilderness and the Promised Land as Spiritual Homes;” “Poetry After 

Catastrophe: From Second Temple Times to Today;” “Writing a Jewish Mission Statement: Why 

the Rabbis Preferred the Shema Over the Ten Commandments.” Baron Hirsch Synagogue, 

Memphis, TN, expected February 20-21, 2026. 

 

“Understanding the History of Chanukah,” “Vayishlach: Yaakov’s Missed Legacy;” “Jewish 

Libraries in the Ancient World,” Congregation Beth Abraham-Jacob, Albany, NY,  December 5–

6, 2025. 

 

 “Poetry After October 7,” “Diaspora and the History of Chanukah,” “Jewish-Christian Relations 

Today,” Ahavas Achim Bnai Jacob and David, West Orange, NJ,  November 14–15, 2025. 

 

“The Origins of Diaspora as a Word and Concept,” “Understanding the Development of 

Midrash,” “Jewish-Christian Relations: Where Are We Now?” Young Israel of Sharon, Sharon, 

MA, June 2–4, 2025. 

 

“Who Invented the Concept of a Jewish Diaspora?" “Between the Ritual and the Rational: 

Understanding the Laws of Mishpatim,” "What Made Someone a Jew in the Ancient World? The 

Practices of Second Temple Judaism." Shaarei Torah, Cincinnati, Ohio, expected February 21–

22, 2025. 

 

“Yosef, Yehuda, and the First Exile,” “The Invention of Diaspora: Perspectives From the Land 

of Israel,” “The Dissolution of Diaspora: Diasporan Perspectives,” Skokie Valley Agudath 

Jacob, Skokie, IL, December 20–22, 2024. 

 

“Debates about Chanukah in the Ancient World,” “Brothers of Deception: Yaakov in the House 

of Lavan,” “Poetry After Catastrophe: Jewish Responses to Suffering in Ancient Times and 

Today,” “Jewish-Christian Dialogue in a Post 10-7 World,” Kehillat Jeshurun, New York, NY, 

December 13–14, 2024. 

 

“Finding Logic in Rabbinic Stories,” “Understanding the Laws of Leviticus,” “Do Jews and 

Christians Read the Same Scriptures?” “The Invention of Jewish Diaspora,” Scholar in 

Residence at Sha’arei Orah, Merion, PA, May 17–18, 2024. 

 

“Jewish Devotion to the Land of Israel in Antiquity,” “Joseph and Judah Maccabees: A 

Comparison of Characters,” “Chanukah Through Rabbinic Eyes,” Young Israel of Oceanside, 

December 16–17, 2023. 

 

“Chanukah, Nationalism, and the Making of Judea-Diaspora Relations,” “Did the Rabbis Just 

Make Stuff Up? History, Interpretation, and the Development of Midrash,” “How The Rabbis 

Revolutionized Love,” University of Maryland Hillel, December 2–3, 2023. 
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“‘But That’s Just a Midrash!’ Finding Rhyme and Reason in Rabbinic Stories,” “The Meaning of 

Mitzvot: Rational Reason of Obligation?” “The Aseret haDibrot and the Shema: Two Mission 

Statements of the Jewish People?” “Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in the Ancient World?” 

Congregation Shaarei Shomayim of Toronto, May 26–27, 2023.  

 

“Between the Ritual and the Rational: Logic in the Laws of Vayiqra,” “The Origins of Oral 

Torah,” “Catholic-Jewish Dialogue Today,” Congregation Rinat Yisrael, April 21–22, 2023.  

 

“The Origins of Oral Torah,” “How Did Judean Jews Convince Diasporan Jews to Observe 

Chanukah?” “Jewish-Christian Dialogue: Some Personal Reflections,” “The Earliest Sources 

About the Holiday of Chanukah.”  Kingsway Jewish Center of Brooklyn, NY, December 16–17, 

2022. 

 

“Jews, Christians, and the Myth of Common Scriptures,” “What Does Chanukah 
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